Chapter IX
PUNCHI MENIKA had been present at the in-
quiry of the magistrate in the village, but she
had not spoken to Silindu after her meeting with
Mm when he was being brought to Beddagama by
the police sergeant. The magistrate and the head-
man and the prisoner had left for Kamburupitiya
very early in the morning following the day of the
inquiry. She and the other villagers woke up to
find that the village had already been left to Its
usual sleepy life. There was nothing for her to do
but to obey Silindu's instructions, to wait for Ba-
bun's release, living as best she might in the hut with
Karlinahami. Her present misfortunes, the im-
prisonment of Babun, the loss of her father, and
the fate (and the uncertainty of it) which hung
over him, weighed numbly upon her. And the fu-
ture filled her with vague fears; she did not, could
not plan about it, or calculate about it, or visualise
it, or anything in it. She did not even think defi-
nitely of how she was going to live for six months,
until Babun should return, fibre was scarcely food
in the house for her and Karlinahami to exist in
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